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Fearless is the latest book from best selling author, Max Lucado.  In fact it officially 
releases today (order your copy from Amazon).  I jumped at the chance to receive an advance review copy of 
this book, partly because I had never read Lucado before.  I've heard good things of his writing, but had just 
never read one of his books.  Often, popularity doesn't translate all that well into Biblical faithfulness, so I wasn't 
quite sure what to expect from Max Lucado.  As I worked my way through the book, I found it not only faithful, 
but accessible, well-written and timely.  

Lucado interweaves stories, analogies and practical Christian advice in a masterful fashion.  Each chapter 
focuses on a specific species of fear.  He examines the fear and brings the Scriptures to bear upon it.  The book 
also includes excellent discussion questions for each chapter.  They would serve well as a general outline for 
small group sessions.  Usually discussion questions are minimal, but with Fearless, they include a time of 
discussing the particular fear at hand, Scripture passages to look up and some final application questions.

Max Lucado displays a well-seasoned faith and he knows how to address the spectrum of fears that face us 
today.  His pastoral warmth shines through the book.  I particularly enjoyed his thoughts on parenting and fear 
for the well-being of your children.

We can take our parenting fears to Christ.  In fact, if we don't, we'll take our fears out on our kids.  Fear 
turns some parents into paranoid prison guards who monitor every minute, check the background of ever 
friend.  They stifle growth and communicate distrust...

On the other hand, fear can also create permissive parents.  For fear that their child will feel too confided 
or fenced in, they lower all boundaries.  High on hugs and low on discipline.  They don't realize that 
appropriate discipline is an expression of love.  Permissive parents. Paranoid parents.  How can we avoid 
the extremes?  We pray.

Prayer is the saucer into which parental fears are poured to cool.  Jesus says so little about parenting, 
makes no comments about spanking, breast-feeding, sibling rivalry, or schooling.  Yet his actions speak 
volumes about prayer.  Each time a parent prays, Christ responds.  His big message to moms and dads? 
Bring your children to me.  Raise them in a greenhouse of prayer.  (pg. 60)

The book's conclusion addresses how to react to the fear that is so rampant in this dark time of economic 
upheaval and terrorism on a global scale.

Let others breathe the polluted air of anxiety, not us.  Let's be numbered among those who hear a 
different voice, God's.  Enough of these shouts of despair, wails of doom.  Why pay heed to the 
doomsdayer on Wall Street or the purveyor of gloom in the newspaper?  We will incline our ears 
elsewhere: upward.  We will turn to our Maker, and because we do, we will fear less. (pg. 177-178)

I confidently recommend Fearless. You will be enjoy the book and be encouraged to trust God more.
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